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	ANOTHER EXCELLENT SEASON FOR BARA CHILDREN AND JUNIOR ATHLETES

Since starting the Academy three seasons ago BARA athletes are producing better results each season. This year saw some of our junior female athletes soar up the GB rankings list. In the top twenty we see Jayme Baggio competing in her first year of junior racing finding herself ranked 8th  in Great Britain in the Slalom discipline, which is a fantastic achievement. Gemma Harris has moved up dramatically from 19th position in Slalom and is now ranked 10th and Franki Simonds who only trained with us for a very short time due to injury, is now ranked 17th. In Giant Slalom Becky O’Neill also made a dramatic rise and is now ranked 8th  from a ranking outside of the top twenty last season. Gemma Harris also saw a huge move up the rankings she is now ranked 11th  moving up from a last season Giant Slalom ranking of 28th, whilst Jayme Baggio is ranked 16th. In the Super G discipline Becky O’Neill is ranked 5th which again meant a huge rise from last years 23rd place ranking. Jayme Baggio is ranked 11th and Gemma Harris 14th, which meant a climb of an incredible 16 places for Gemma from last seasons ranking of 30th. Finally in the Downhill ranking we have one female in the top twenty who is Becky O’Neill who is currently ranked in 8th place. This was a fantastic achievement for Becky as she was only persuaded at the end of February this year to take up the downhill discipline by Kevin and Aaron, our two coaches from the USA. Becky did her first ever downhill race at the beginning of March before moving to Meribel for the senior championships, where on the first day of downhill training she crashed and badly damaged her hand, wrist and breaking her thumb, before going on to compete in the race with her pole suitable ducked tape to her hand and finishing in 7th place, in what was only her third ever downhill race.

In the female children’s category, once again BARA athletes shone out. In the girl’s children two Slalom and Giant Slalom categories, Christy MacKinnon is ranked in first place, with Toni Hodkinson 6th in both disciplines. Alex Moran is ranked 8th in Slalom and 4th in Giant Slalom; Lucy Peel is ranked 10th in the Slalom and 15th in Giant Slalom. In the children one category ranked number one in Giant Slalom and number two in Slalom is Emily Evans. Sara Millican is ranked 8th in Slalom. Christy made it a treble in the rankings with her number one placing in the Super G category with Toni Hodkinson ranked 5th and Alex Moran 8th. In the children one Super G Emily rounded off her 1st and 2nd placing with another 2nd place ranking, an incredible achievement for Emily as she had limited time on snow last season.
In the junior boys category Peter Bruton is ranked 11th in Slalom and 8th in Giant Slalom and Oliver Robinson is ranked 12th and 17th. Peter is ranked 7th in Super G
In the children boys category Jamie Reid is ranked 7th in Slalom, 5th in GS and 11th in Super G, however Jamie was unlucky not to have finished the season much higher in the rankings and I am sure he will correct this next season. Likewise for Callum Mclennon who is ranked 9th in Slalom, we still have to wait to see the best from Callum, and I am sure we will see this next season.
In the Minis section BARA athletes Max Moss and Flora Peel are currently ranked number one.

Well done to all everybody a fantastic season!!!!!
BARA ATHLETES SUCCESS AT THE BRITISH CHAMPIONSHIPS
Every racer looks forward to the end of season races and none more so than the athletes we had at the academy this year, they even convinced a couple of our Australian trainees to change their return flights to Australia from the back end of March to the middle of April so they to could go to the Easter races. 

We are please to say big congratulations to all our racers including those that were only at the academy for a short time, They achieved some excellent results throughout the races which collectively produced our best season to date. A special team mention and congratulations to the BARA dual slalom team, Max Moss, Callum McLennan, Jamie Reid, Toni Hodkinson and Lucy Peel, who won the dual slalom competition despite being ranked sixth and amidst fierce competition from the BSA’s two teams who were ranked first and second. This shows just how far they had progressed over the season.

A special individual congratulations goes out to the following BARA athletes who now hold the title of British Champion:

Christy Mackinnon - British children’s slalom champion, British children’s super giant slalom champion and British children’s combined champion
Toni Hodkinson - British children’s giant slalom champion
Emily Evans - British children one slalom champion
Jayme Baggio - British junior 1 slalom champion and British junior 1 giant slalom champion.

Congratulations also to:
Christy, Toni and Emily for achieving 1st, 2nd and 3rd placing in the British combined championships.
Gemma Harris for her 2nd place in the British Giant Slalom championships.
Alex Moran for finishing 3rd in the children’s giant slalom 
NATIONAL TEAM SELECTIONS

Congratulations to the following BARA athletes who have gained selection to the national squads:
English Team:
Jayme Baggio – A Status
Franki Simonds – A Status 
Peter Bruton – A Status 
Jamie Reid – B Status
Charlotte Evans – C Status
Lucy Peel – C Status
Scottish Team:
Christy MacKinnon
Alexandria Moran – Invited to train
British Teams:
Christy MacKinnon – Youth team (Part time)
Jayme Baggio – Youth team (Part time)
Oliver Robinson – Development team (trial)

THANK YOU TO ALL THE BARA TEAM

Finally the season would not have been possible without the support and dedication from the BARA staff and coaches. A big thank you to our educational masters Len and Gwynne for keeping our athletes on the right side of the headmaster, the house mums Pauline, Emma and Claire, patience and tenacity a virtue amongst you all. A special thank you to Pauline who despite being injured from a fall and in a lot of pain, soldiered on to take care of the athletes. To the coaching staff Kevin, Paul, Dali, Melissa, Aaron, Chris and Steve for their hard work and commitment, a great job thank you and well done all.

Len and Gwynne have planned a sponsored walk from Geneva to Nice in aid of Papworth hospital, for full details please visit the news items on our web site. They would like to raise as much money as they can for this very good cause, if you would like to sponsor them you can do so on line at www.bmycharity.com/V2/GR5LenThurston. 

NEXT SEASON – PLANS IN PROGRESS
We are well on the way to organizing next season at the academy and are very pleased to welcome two new coaches to the academy, Milan Arsovski and Nikola Pancevski both who are very experienced race coaches with experience in training both children and juniors up to national levels, Milan, was a 5 times alpine national champion in his racing days and has first hand experience of what it takes to reach the top, you can view both Milan’s and Nikola’s full details on our web site. Milan and Nikola have been charged with continuing the hard work and success that our previous coaches and racers have achieved over the last few seasons and to achieve even better results in the 2007/2008 season. 

Last season we managed to spend a little more time training in the speed events than in previous years but were hindered due to bad conditions. This year we have plans in place to train both Super G and Downhill to a greater extent than last season. Training in the speed events is especially important for those racers who are aiming in the long or short term for the British youth, junior or seniors’ teams, as they will need to reach prescribed levels in three alpine disciplines to be eligible for inclusion into the teams.
HUGE PRICE REDUCTIONS AND THE CHEAPEST PLACE TO TRAIN

Our mission statement when we launched the academy in 2004 was to deliver quality training at the best possible price. Each year since we started, not only have we been able to not increase our prices, we have in fact been able to reduce our prices. 
Each year to date we have gained more and more knowledge of the alpine racing world and this knowledge has helped us gain reductions in our overheads as we are better placed to negotiate with suppliers and staff. Our successful negotiations this year has resulted in a dramatic reduction in our prices and it is now possible to train at the academy in summer and Autumn including the October half term from £300.00 per week and in the winter months from £400.00 per week and even less if you commit in advance to a two year bursary.
To help reduce the prices year on year we need to be able to plan for longer periods in advance, this will help us to keep our overheads to a minimum. It is difficult within British racing to estimate in advance the number of athletes who will train each year and year on year, as we have learned it is common place for athletes to change training venues each season depending on where their mates are going. We therefore have this year introduced a loyalty discount, which gives athletes a reduction off the listed training price, dependant on how many seasons they have trained at the academy. For one year previous training at the academy the athlete is entitled to a 10% discount off the published prices, whilst two and three years previous training at the academy gives the athlete 15 to 20% off the published training prices. We are hoping that this will stem the constant moving around by the majority of athletes and help us with our future plans and projections, which will ultimately help us, keep prices to a minimum. The loyalty discount is being introduced from the 1st on November 2007.
Our full training prices have now been updated on our web site, please take a look and you will find that our prices are fantastic value and makes us the cheapest training venue by far and that is without adding the loyalty discount!!!!!!
SUMMER AND OCTOBER HALF TERM CAMPS FROM £300.00 pw.
For the third season in a row we have managed to reduce the price of our summer training camps. This year the camp is priced from £300.00 per week This makes BARA the cheapest place for summer training by far.

Training will take place on the Kitzsteinhorn, Glacier in Kaprun, which is the highest glacier near the academy with a high point of 3100 meters. Our main camp will run from the 22nd July to the 5th August 2007, but we will also be training with a small number of junior and last year children two athletes for the whole of the summer. If you are interested in training for the whole summer the price is £300.00 per week. Please contact us for full details.
HOUSE PARENTS REQUIRED FOR SCHOOL HOLIDAY PERIODS
We currently require a house parent to help out in the busy school holiday periods, If 
you are interested in helping us at the academy, please email us for details.
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